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University of Plymouth Press, United Kingdom, 2011. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 230 x 150 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. The stories gathered here were originally published in Petrescu s first three
collections. The reader coming to Petrescu s writing for the first time will find a body of stories in which a
sometimes dizzying diversity of narrative strategy, perspective and style is brought to bear on a range of
themes in which the fundamental tragic issues of failure, guilt and death are never far away. Regulars in a
village bar chew over rumours of the Chernobyl disaster. The perpetrator of a murder tries to tell the court his
side of the story. A chance encounter in a Bucharest metro sparks an explosion of increasingly bizarre
storytelling? Sharply observed social and psychological realism (more than one critic has described Petrescu as
writing with a scalpel an obvious conceit, given his medical background, but nevertheless an apt one) blend
seamlessly with forays into the surreal and fantastic.
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