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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Some Economic Aspects of War: A Lecture Delivered
Before the Army War College at Washington, D. C., April 11, 1913 This letter, which | present with much
misgiving, is the result of a brief conversation which | had with Col. Greble, Capt. McCoy, and a few others one
afternoon last fall when | happened to come upon them in the midst of a military discussion. Some joking
remarks were made on the assumption that, as a political economist, | would be, naturally, oppose to any
program for an increased military organization, which was the topic of conversation. To justify myself in such
company, | began to give some of the economic arguments in favor of a strong military organization, and
some days afterwards | was invited by Gen. Wood to address the officers of the military college. | was so
flattered by the invitation that | accepted without much thought, and now feel much embarrassed at having
done so. It is hardly possible that there is any problem regarding war or military armaments with which you
are not much more familiar than I am myself, and | am not here this morning with any idea that | can tell you
anything new. On the other hand, | try to justify myself for taking your time in this way because it is often
interesting to have familiar facts approached from a different angle, and to have one s own ideas in some
measure supported by an outsider, who can not be charged with any personal or professional prejudice in his
expression of views. | shall start far from the immediate subject by suggesting to you that,...
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