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indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 Excerpt: .be less dense than the fluid in which they J. Le Conte, A Theory of the
Formation of the Great Features of the Earth s Surface, Amer. Joar. Sci., lll, Iv, 345 and 460, Nov. and Dec., 1872.
Supplementary Note, v, 156. See T. S. Hunt s Criticisms in id., v. 264-70, and Le Conte s Reply in id., v, 448, June,
1873. See J. D. Dana s remarks in id., v, 26-8. t Fisher: Physics of the Earth s Crust, 286. Prof. James Hall had
previously said of mountains, There is doubtless as much of the mass below the level of the sea as above it. --
Pat. New York, iii, Introduction. float; but he states elsewhere that the downward protuberances of the crust into
the fluid substratum, which we have termed the roots of the mountains, will be gradually melted, and in this he
is unquestionably correct. This must cause the mountain gradually to subside to the common level, or the
elevation must be sustained arch-like, with the creation of strains in the contiguous crust. But as the mountains
have not subsided, they must, therefore, consist of elevations without roots, and these elevated masses of
matter, so far below the melting temperature, must be denser than the underlying fluid. Hence they should
exert an excess of attraction on the pendulum, instead of a deficiency. It seems more probable that the
elevations are sustained partly by flotation, and partly by lateral resistances of the crust, and...
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