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illustrated. 1860. Excerpt: . . . The Municipal Efficiency Bureau |. What It Is: An institution designed to introduce
into public administration the most economical methods of private business, to prevent waste and to provide
an effective agency of citizens inquiry--to ascertain exactly how the public business is being transacted, to bring
this information to the people in digestible form, and on the basis of exact knowledge to assist city
administration in increasing efficiency. The work and methods of these bureaus are more specifically discussed
below. Il. Where Located: Active bureaus are now in operation in New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Cincinnati,
Milwaukee and Memphis. Ill. Success Of The Work: These bureaus have been in operation only a very short time,
but they have amply justified their existence. Owing to the cumbersome form of American government, with its
decentralized power and its intricate system of checks and balances, municipal administration has fallen into
such a condition that a corps of experts directing themselves not to finding fault but to constructive proposals
for betterment, are enabled in a very short time to suggest methods capable of saving the city large sums of
money. The New York Bureau of Municipal Research is credited with having saved the city several millions of
dollars, besides having inaugurated budgetary and other educational campaigns whose results in awakening
and enlightening public opinion are as valuable as they are difficult to measure. The following represent some
of the more important results of the New York Bureaus work: Reorganization...
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