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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Preacher s Complete Homiletical Commentary: On the
Old Testament (on an Original Plant), With Critical and Explanatory Note, Endices, Etc Biographical Sketch.
Nehemiah was the son of Hachaliah (ch, i. 1), and brother of Hanani (ch. vii.7). His father had not availed
himself of the permission to return to his fatherland, withheld probably by possessions and honours acquired in
the land of captivity. He was apparently of the tribe of Judah, since his fathers were buried at Jerusalem, and
Hanani his kinsman seems to have been of that tribe (ch. ii.3; vii. 2). Some think he was of priestly descent,
because his name appears at the head of a list of priests in Neh. x. 1-8; but it is obvious from ch. ix. 38, that he
stands there as a prince, and not as a priest. The expression in v. 18, that Nehemiah oGered sacrifice, implies no
more than that he provided the sacrifices. Whilst acting as cupbearer in the royal palace at Shushan, in the 20th
year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, or b. c. 446, he received tidings of the mournful and desolate condition of the
returned colony in Judea, and obtained permission of the king to make a journey to Jerusalem, and there to
act as lieutenant or governor. Being furnished with this high commission, which included letters to the satraps
and subordinates, and enjoying the protection of a military escort (ii. 9), Nehemiah reached Jerusalem in the
year b. c. 446, and remained there till b. c. 434, being actively engaged for 12 years in promoting the public
good (v. 14). During this time Neheniiah refused to receive his lawful allowance as governor,...
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