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be comprehended by his disciples and cotemporaries. Thus the
above considerations are not decisive, and we therefore turn to
the expressions concerning the premundane existence and
heavenly origin of the Messiah, with the question: Could the
Baptist have really held such tenets? That from the words, John
i. 15, 27, 30: He that cometh after me is preferred before me; for
he was before me, 6 6-iou fiov epxofievog tfinpooOev fi, ov-
yeyovej , or i npurog fiov yvt nothing but dogmatical obstinacy
can banish the notion of pre-existence, is seen by a mere glance
at such expositions as this of Paulus: He who in the course of
time comes after me; has so appeared in my eyes, litnpooBiv
fiov, that he (8tc--uore, premiss--conclusion!) deserves rather
from his rank and character to be called the first. With
preponderating arguments more unprejudiced commentators
have maintained,...
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