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and Design: Held in the City of Philadelphia, From the 1st to the 9th of May, 1857 Ladies and Gentlemen: - In
being selected to deliver the first Annual Address before the Pennsylvania Institute of Philadelphia, |
acknowledge that | have felt myself greatly honored and deeply gratified. The personal satisfaction connected
with the performance of which duty, is only alloyed with a sense of personal unfitness for the task, and the
regret that the choice had not fallen upon one better fitted for it. The peculiar duties connected with my
profession, and the studies to which the ministers of Christ are mostly confined, not being such as to make them
familiar with the works and the walks of the Mechanic or Inventor. Yet personally | must confess to a peculiar
fondness for mechanical pursuits. The sharp edge of the well ground chisel has always shone before my eyes
with a lustre more fascinating than that of the useless but ornamental diamond, whilst a well proportioned or
skilfully adjusted Lathe or Engine has to me an attractiveness, as great as the well formed racer in the eyes of
the Breeder and Trainer. In fact | do not think that the Sportsman ever seized his gun with greater avidity, than
| do the hammer and saw; when after a day s toil and labor in the arduous and exhausting duties of my
ministry | seek recreation. | have great respect for a tenpenny nail: and knock him on the head with a feeling of
personal complacency as great as that with which the Sportsman bags his bird. Even...
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