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IN PRAISE OF PROFANITY

Hardback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; When President Obama signed the a@ordable health care act in
2009, the Vice President was overheard to utter an enthusiastic This is a big f*** deal! In 2003, Bono dropped the
F-bomb while accepting a Golden Globe, prompting nation-wide debate. A town in Massachusetts leavens $20
fines on swearing in public. Nothing is as paradoxical as our attitude toward swearing and bad language : how
can we judge profanity so harshly in principle, yet use it so frequently in practice? Though profanity is more
acceptable today than ever, it is still labeled as rude or at best tolerable only under specific circumstances.
Cursing, many argue, signals an absence of character, or poor parenting, and is something to avoid at all
costs. Yet plenty of us are unconcerned about the dangers of profanity; bad words are plainly recorded in
dictionaries, and are commonly used in mainstream music, Academy Award-winning films, books, and
newspapers. And of course, regular people use it in conversation every day. Clearly dirty words serve an
important purpose. In In Praise of Profanity, Michael Adams o@ers a provocative, unapologetic defense of
profanity, arguing that we've oversimplified profanity by labeling it as taboo, and we consistently fail to
appreciate it as a legitimate means of expressing ourselves, either within our social relationships or in popular
culture. Adams skillfully weaves together linguistic and psychological analyses of why we swear - for emotional
release, as a way to promote group solidarity, or to create intimate relationships - with colorful examples of
profanity in literature, TV, film, and music, such as The Sopranos, James Kelman's How Late It Was, How Late,
or the songs of Nellie McKay. An entertaining look at the undeniable role of profanity in modern society, this
book will challenge readers to re-consider...
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Related PDFs

Tin ga Tin ga Tales:  Wh y  L io n  Ro ars -  Read  it  Y o u rself  w ith  L ad y b ird                     
Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; This is a Tinga Tinga tale inspired by traditional
stories from Africa. Lion is king of Tinga Tinga but he can't roar! Can his friend Flea help Lion
to...
Do w n lo ad  Bo o k »      

Th e Prin cess an d  th e Fro g -  Read  it  Y o u rself  w ith  L ad y b ird                  
Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; A kind frog helps a princess and she makes him
a promise. What happens when the king tells her that she has keep her promise? Read it
yourself with...
Do w n lo ad  Bo o k »      

N IV So u l Su rv iv o r N ew  Testamen t in  On e Y ear            
Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; 'The whole Bible, in just one year? You've got to
be kidding.' Don't panic! How about just the New Testament to start o@ with? Take thousands
of young people...
Do w n lo ad  Bo o k »      

First Fairy  Tales
Board book. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; This is a traditional story that is retold in
rhyme in this chunky padded boardbook. When a couple of tailors o@er to make a suit from
material so...
Do w n lo ad  Bo o k »      

Th e Kid
Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; Winky thought he'd seen everything in
Wyoming Territory: rustlers, hangings, shoot-outs, cattle standing frozen sti@ in the snow.
Then into town one lazy day rode a long-haired kid and...
Do w n lo ad  Bo o k »      
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