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just such an example. Today in the United States, education has evolved such that it is considered desirable to
provide all children present in the country (citizen or not, handicapped or not) with a basic, free education
regardless of gender, race, or ethnic background. Similarly, higher education is available without restrictions to
all adults who can both afford it and meet the necessary academic requirements. In an era of globalization, the
country's majority maintains that the success of any nation is proportional to the degree to which its
inhabitants are educated and thus capable of performing tasks necessary to sustain the economy. Covering the
development of education in the US since 1600, this chronology records how we have arrived at such a
conclusion, amid many conflicts of opinion along the way. Seven appendices are included focusing on topics
such as bachelor degrees awarded by gender, ratios of both students to computers and staff members to
students in the public school system, the percentage of students age 25 or older who have completed high
school or obtained a GED, and the effect of Title IX.
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