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indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 Excerpt: .aGect it. Slabs of slate are used for paving stones and flooring, for lining
walls, for billiard tables, electric switchboards, and blackboards. The chief slate quarries are in Pennsylvania,
Vermont, Maine, Maryland, Virginia, and New York. Granite is one of the hardest and most durable stones. It is
used for buildings and monuments. There are large granite quarries in Vermont, Massachusetts, Maine, New
Hampshire, California, and several other states. Sandstone is found in many states. The leading sandstone
states are New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. Limestone is the most widely distributed of the building stones.
The most valuable limestone for building purposes is the Oolitic limestone of Indiana. Limestone is crushed for
making stone roads, and large amounts are used for making lime and cement, and in the manufacture of pig
iron. Portland Cement. Cement is made from limestone and clay. It is used to make cement walks, foundations
for paved streets, and mortar in buildings. AIer the cement has set it is not aGected by fire, frost, or water.
Entire buildings are made of concrete, which is an artificial stone made by mixing crushed rock or gravel, sand,
and cement together. Pennsylvania produces more cement than any other state. Other leading states are
Indiana, California, Kansas, and Illinois. Salt. Salt is one of the most useful minerals in the world. Men and
animals need it with their food. It is found almost everywhere in the land as well as in the water of the ocean....
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