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Dimensions: 9.5in. x 7.2in. x 0.3in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: . . . other diagrams, but we would recommend the student to acquire a
mastery of the principles involved by a study of other works. W. J. Dobbs. Primer of Geometry. By H. W. Croome
Smith, B. A. 2s. 1902. (Macmillan. ) This little book seems to be intended for the teacher and not for the pupil. In
these days, when there is some prospect of being freed from the fetters of Euclid, such a book should be
welcomed by those who are considering the future of geometrical teaching. Not the least valuable part of the
book is the admirable preface. There we find an eloquent plea for the abandonment of Euclid, and for the
separation of the course of theorems from that of constructions. The definitions and the notes thereupon are
carefully done. One may not agree with all the details, but the general idea is very suggestive. It is somewhat
surprising, in so revolutionary a work, to find Euclids definition of a tangent preferred to the limit definition.
The word duplicates, to describe figures equal in all respects, is a good one, but is hardly likely to replace the
term congruent. A very natural order of propositions is given in which the theorems are made independent of
the methods of construction, and is very like the orders adopted in the best continental and American
geometries. Several questions will occur to the thoughtful reader, and their answers are still open to doubt. --If
pupils are to go...
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